Allelic variations of human TCR V gene products.
A central problem confronting the immune system is how to discriminate among vast numbers of antigens. Novel genetic ploys that aid the discriminative process, including complex gene rearrangements (in antibody and T-cell receptor (TCR) genes) and extensive allelic polymorphism (in major histocompatibility complex (MHC) genes), have been described. Recent evidence has suggested a further level of diversity; TCR V gene allelic variation. In this article David Posnett summarizes evidence in favour of this possibility and speculates on the possible functional consequences of TCR allelism.